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MONTHLY NOTES 


OF THE 


Library Assactattan 


of the Cinited Kingdom. 


Ar the meeting on Friday, June 3, 1881, a paper will be read 
by Mr. Henry Witson, Assistant Librarian, British Museum, on 
“A French Provincial Library—Tours.”’ 


The following notice convening a Special General Meeting of 
the Association has been issued :— 


In pursuance of a requisition signed by seven members of the Council, and 
forwarded to me in accordance with Article 21 of the Constitution, I hereby con- 
vene a SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING of the Association, to be held in London, at 
the London Institution, Finsbury Circus, E.C., on Wednesday, the 18th of May, 
at three o’elock in the afternoon, to consider the question of altering the place 
and time fixed for the Annual Meeting this year. 

It is statec. to me, on behalf of the Council, that cireumstances have arisen 
which make it appear to them to be extremely desirable to postpone the visit of 
the Association to Cambridge until next year. This step would be in accord- 
ance with the wishes and feelings of the Cambridge members, who promise the 
Association a cordial reception in 1882. 

Although there is no power given by the Constitution to collect votes by proxy 
or in writing, I am sure that full weight will be attached by the Special General 
Meeting to the written opinions and suggestions of those members who cannot 
be present in person. - 

(Signed) H. O. Cox, President. 

OxForD, 25th April, 1881. 





The Rev. Dr. Geo. Deane, Principal of Springhill College Library, 
was wrongly described in our March number as « member of the 
Committee of the Birmingham Library. 





Copies of the statistical tables of Public Libraries prepared for 
the Manchester meeting of the Association may be obtained at Ls. 
each, or 5s. per dozen for distribution, on application to the 
Secretaries, Mr. E. C. Thomas, 13, South Square, Gray’s Inn, W.C. ; 
and Mr. C. Welch, Corporation Library, Guildhall, E.C. 
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MAY MONTHLY MEETING. 


THE seventh Monthly Meeting of the fourth year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution, on Friday, May 6, 1881, at 
8 p.m., Mr. Cornetius Watrorp in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, Mr. W. Leighton, jun., and Mr. Edward Hailstone, who 
were proposed at the last meeting, were unanimously elected. 

The following gentlemen were proposed for election, and will be 
balloted for at the next meeting. By the Treasurer :—The Ven. 
Archdeacon Hannah, Brighton. By Mr. C. E. Scarse, Local 
Secretary for Birmingham :—Mr. W. Harris, Elvethan Road, 
Kdghaston. 

The following gentlemen engaged in library administration were 
reported as having joined the Association. By Mr. W. J. 
Haacerston, Local Secretary for Newcastle :—Mr. George Tidey, 
Librarian, Tynemouth Free Library. By Mr. C. EK. Scarsz, Local 
Secretary for Birmingham :—Mr. R. K. Dent, Librarian, Free 
Library, Aston, near Birmingham. 

In the absence of the writer, the CHatrMANn called upon one of 
the Secretaries to read a paper by Mr. Ratpu Ricuarpson, W.S., 


On tHe Resection oF THE Liprary Acts BY THE CITIZENS OF 
EDINBURGH, ON THE 81tH FrsBrRuAry, 1881. 


As I took part in the recent movement for the adoption of the 
Library Acts by the ratepayers of Edinburgh, I venture to lay 
before the Library Association the causes which led to the unfor- 
tunate rejection of the Acts. For the credit of our city, however, 
I would state that our public-spirited Lord Provost (Boyd) was 
warmly in favour of the adoption of the Acts ; that a considerable 
majority of the Town Council supported his Lordship; and that 
three out of the five daily newspapers of Edinburgh contained 
repeated leading articles urging the citizens to adopt the Acts. 
The Congress of the Library Association, which met in Edinburgh 
last autumn, being unanimously of opinion that our city should 
adopt the Library Acts, the Trades’ Council of Edinburgh began a 
movement for the establishment of a Free Library in Edinburgh, 
and very soon secured the signatures of 1,000 working-men rate- 
payers to a petition requesting the Lord Provost and Magistrates to 
test the question by a public vote under the Library Act of 1877. 

Against the Lord Provost, the Trades’ Council, and our leading 
newspapers were arrayed most of the hotel and shopkeepers of 
Edinburgh. It is but fair to the latter to state that trade has been 
uncommonly dull here for ‘some time past, and that shopkeepers’ 
profits have consequently been very small. The shopkeepers also 
used an argument which should be considered by those entrusted 
with the Bill amending the Library Acts presently before the House 
of Commons. They said that the “ Library rate,” levied under the 
Library Acts, would be levied both upon their houses and their 
shops, and that whilst citizens who had no shops would pay only upon 
their houses, shopkeepers would be doubly taxed, as they would pay 
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both upon their shops and their houses. Possibly a clause might 
be introduced into the Amendment Bill allowing ratepayers to say 
whether the Library rate shall be levied only upon house property. 
Probably, in that event, the maximum of the Library rate should be 
fixed at 2d. in the pound, instead of 1d. in the pound, as at present. 

The time, too, for taking the vote in Edinburgh was unfortunate. 
It was taken when the burgh assessments were payable, and the 
horror of ‘‘a new tax” being imposed upon the citizens was fully 
appreciated by them. 

The supporters of the movement to adopt the Library Acts had 
no organisation, and relied solely upon the intelligence and public 
spirit of the citizens. The opponents of the movement, again, had 
a committee which sat daily, and spared neither labour nor expense ; 
which canvassed the city as at political electicns ; which placarded 
the walls with enormous posters; and which marched files of 
sandwich-men through the leading streets, bearing huge bills con- 
taining such as the following elegant appeal :— 


Ratepayers ! 
Resist THis Free Lisrary Donan! 
And Save Yourselves from the Burden of £6,000 
of Additional Taxation. 
Return your cards marked ‘ No.” 
Be sure and sign your Names. 


The ‘‘ £6,000 of additional taxation,” which was used so success- 
fully to terrify our ratepayers into rejecting the Library Acts, is the 
Library rate of ld. in the pound upon the present rental of our 
city. This “ appeal to the pocket” prevailed; the ‘ £6,000 of 
additional taxation” proved a bait irresistible to the average Kdin- 
burgh ratepayer ; and, for a second time, the Library Acts were 
rejected. 

For, uniortunately, this is not the first time that Edinburgh ap- 
pears upon the short ‘‘ Black List” of towns that have rejected 
the Library Acts. In 1868 the citizens of Edinburgh, voting 
under the Library Act of 1867, at a public meeting of house- 
holders, vetoed the adoption of the Acts. In 1881 the ratepayers 
of Edinburgh have again done so, voting by voting papers under 
the Library Act of 1877. Of the total number of 41,853 ratepayers 
of Edinburgh, 15,708 voted against, and 7,619 voted for the adop- 
tion of the Acts. Of the remaining 18,526 ratepayers, 15,521 did 
not return their voting cards, 1,650 could not be found by the Post 
Office, and 1,355 were “spoilt ” votes by the cards being unsigned 
or having some condition appended. Thus, 23,327 ratepayers voted 
unconditionally “ yes” or ‘‘no”; and 17,171 ratepayers did not vote 
at all, i.e., did not return their voting cards, or could not be found 
by the Post Office. 

In the voting cards issued to the ratepayers they were asked to 
fill in the word ‘‘ yes” or “no” to “the question whether the 
Public Libraries Acts shall be adopted.” I believe that most of 
the 15,521 ratepayers who did not return ‘their cards abstained 
simply because they were in entire ignorance as to what the term 
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“the Public Libraries Acts’ meant. I heard of a lady ratepayer, 
of otherwise high intelligence, who threw her voting card into the 
waste-paper basket because, she said, she could not understand it ! 

Clearly, the Library Association should try to do something to 
dispel the mists of Scottish ignorance and indifference on the Free 
Library question. Out of 100 existing Free Libraries in the United 
Kingdom, England can boast of 82 and Wales of 7, whilst Scotland 
has only 10, and Ireland 1. Scotland has a smaller number of Free 
Libraries than a single English county such as Stafford. The cause 
of this, and of Edinburgh rejecting the Library Acts twice, must 
be .gnorance and indifference. Our citizens do not yet understand 
the benefits capable of being conferred upon a town by a Free 
Public Library. They do not realise that such an institution 
exerts intellectually and morally an elevating influence, and they 
do not comprehend that it is at once an agent of Education and of 
Temperance. 

Of course, all the more intellectual and liberal-minded citizens of 
Kdinburgh supported the movement to adopt the Library Acts ; 
but their influence was small compared with that of the sandwich- 
men’s glaring “ appeal to the pocket.” As might also be expected, 
all the Liberal newspapers of Edinburgh were strong supporters of 
the Free Library ; whilst the Conservative organs either opposed it 
or “damned it with faint praise.” To be just, however, to the 
Conservative party in Edinburgh, the leading Conservatives of the 
city signed the petition in favour of the adoption of the Library 
Acts, whilst some local Liberals, whilst violently opposing the pro- 
posal to levy a rate of 1d. in the pound to establish a Free Public 
Library with Reading-rooms, News-rooms, and Branch Libraries 
throughout Edinburgh, warmly supported the Free Education Bill, 
which proposes to allow communities to tax themselves to the 
extent of 1/. in the pound in order to secure free education. The 
consistency of the latter citizens was called in question by the 
Liberal journals, and still remains enigmatic. 

The University of Edinburgh, through its distinguished heads, 
showed a worthy example. Its Chancellor (Lord President Inglis), 
its Lord Rector (the Karl of Rosebery), and its Principal (Sir 
Alexander Grant, Bart.), were all in favour of the Free Library 
movement. So also were the Librarians of the other great Libraries 
of Edinburgh, viz., Mr. Clark, of the Advocates’ Library, and Mr. 
Law, of the Signet Library. Evidently the great Libraries of 
Kdinburgh felt no jealousy of the proposed Free Library. If any 
such jealousy was shown it was by the owners of small Circulating 
libraries throughout the city, and by libraries formed for working 
men, but which, being far inferior to such as the Library Acts 
afford, had failed to enlist the support of the working classes. 

The movement to adopt the Library Acts in Edinburgh was con- 
joined with another, which, to many minds, was as important. 
This was to secure the Advocates’ Library as a National Public 
Reference Library. It was proposed that the citizens of Edinburgh 
should take over this great Library from the Faculty of Advocates, 
maintaining it in all its details by means of the Library rate. It 
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was also proposed that, as the Advocates’ Library has no worthy 
Reading-hall, a spacious one should be built on George IV. Bridge, 
where there is an admirable vacant site in close proximity to the 
Advocates’ Library, which would have been connected with tho 
Reading-hall, and would have formed a magnificent Reference depart- 
ment for the Free Library. At present, Edinburgh does not possess 
suitable facilities for literary work being done for her publishers, 
who have consequently to employ workers in the British Museum. 
If the Library Acts had been adopted, this stigma would have been 
removed from our city. 

I trust and believe that ere long the Library Acts will be adopted 
by Edinburgh ; but, before that event occurs, much ignorance and 
indifference must be overcome. Perhaps a series of lectures might 
be inaugurated by the Library Association, to be given annually in 
Kdinburgh by gentlemen practically conversant with Free Libraries. 
The citizens of Edinburgh really require to be enlightened on the 
subject. A casuist argued that whatever is done in ignorance 
cannot be charged against the otherwise guilty. This must be 
Edinburgh’s plea at present. As to those who have recently 
struggled for the adoption of the Library Acts in Edinburgh, they 
have had their Battle of Pavia, and may exclaim, “ All is lost, save 
honour.” 

After a discussion, in which the Chairman and Messrs. Bullen, 
Tedder, Wilson, Thomas, and Welch took part, a unanimous vote 
of thanks was given to Mr. Ricnarpson for his paper. 


A letter was read from Mr. Pootg, giving an account of the 
progress made with his index, and stating that the whole of it 
would be in the printer’s hands by the end of the year, and when 
complete would make a closely-printed volume of 1,200 pages, royal 
octavo. It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Bracz, seconded 
by Mr. Wetcu, “ That this meeting receives with great satisfaction 
the report of the progress made by Mr. Poole, and congratulates 
him upon the forward state of his great undertaking.” 

Mr. Tepper explained Von Laer’s ‘‘ Perfect Binder,” of which a 
number of specimens were exhibited by the inventor. The binder 
is in the form of an ordinary book-cover, ‘half-bound in roan, calf, 
or morocco, with corners and cloth sides; the back is solid, 
rounded ou’ side and flat inside. The fastening arrangement con- 
sists of a number of narrow slips of plated steel, pivoted at the 
upper end and secured at the foot by a locking device, a separate 
fastener being used for each number. A single part can thus be 
withdrawn and replaced in a few seconds, without disturbing the 
others, and without mutilation. The fasteners are separated at 
the pivoted end by small spiral springs of wire, and are thus 
adjustable to varying thicknesses of pamphlets or periodicals. 
The cases are made of all sizes, to meet the requirements of 
different periodicals, and cost varies from about 5s. to 9s. The 
‘“‘ Perfect Binder ” is widely used in America, but no price list has 
yet been issued in this country, as the inventor is negotiating for 
the sale of his patent to a leading London stationery firm. The 
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specimens were inspected by the members with attention, and 
much approbation was expressed. 

Mr. Weucu exhibited Zimmerli’s “ Statistical Diagram Chart,” 
size 18 by 24 inches. This table is prepared to exhibit two years’ 
statistics at one view, and is divided by black perpendicular lines 
for weekly, and by red for monthly, quarterly, or annual returns. 
Numbers are indicated by horizontal lines. The cost of each sheet 
is 2s. Gd. It is published by Messrs. Letts and Co. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


American Linrary Assoctation.—Atthe meeting held at Washing- 
ton, Mr. F. H. Poole read an important paper on the construction 
of library buildings, and described the details of the plan of a 
library constructed on the principles advocated by him. Mr. 
Poole proposes, on a plot of ground 200 ft. square, to erect a build- 
ing of four stories and a basement, each story to be divided into 
ten rooms, isolated from each other by thick fireproof walls, access 
obtained only by a light iron corridor on each floor around the inner 
quadrangle, so that if fire occurred in any one room it could not 
affect the other thirty-nine. The central building, 60 ft. by 75 ft., 
is to be oceupied by the working rooms for librarian and his staff ; 
a series of wings, 50 ft. wide, will then be carried round the plot, 
leaving a centre area, 90 ft. by 90 ft., for air and light. By this 
means every room will have light from two sides. This subdivision 
of rooms is utilised for classification of the library, and thus a student 
of any subject is directed to the room devoted to his subject, where 
on entering he will find tables and chairs and necessary appliances, 
and beyond he will see double bookcases, 8 ft. high, 18 in. wide, 
arranged in rows 3 ft. apart, with 4 ft. aisles between each row. 
These bookcases contain the octavos and smaller sizes, the folios 
and quartos being shelved in wall cases. The 7 ft. left of the 
height of the room above the cases gives ample space for high light 
and air. This scheme of giving to each department of literature 
its own library room, containing within itself its own reading-room, 
must commend itself to students as eminently preferable to the 
noisy, stuffy, general reading-room so familiar to us in our own 
public libraries. The construction throughout is to be fireproof, 
iron girders covered with terra-cotta, steel shutters to every window. 
Such a building, with its forty library rooms, would hold two 
million volumes, and is capable of extension, either by adding on 
more stories, easily reached by elevators, or, if there be room, by 
lateral enlargement. Constructed of sandstone and brick exterior, 
and interior as already described, with its furniture and shelving 
of hard wood, this building would cost, on a Chicago estimate, 
£108,000, 

FraNcE.—“ Material advances have taken place in the Library 
system of France in recent years, and municipal libraries, in Paris 
especially, have greatly increased. Paris, indeed, now offers a 
striking contrast to London, where there is not a single lending 
library maintained out of the local rates, and where the governing 
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bodies and the citizens at large appear to be equally ignorant of 
the advantages to be derived from such institutions. In 1878 there 
were but five of these lending libraries at work in Paris; now 
there are sixteen. Then the number of readers was 29,389; by 
1879 they had increased to 57,840, and last year it is believed, 
although the official return is not yet published, that they exceeded 
100,000. The libraries are not large, for the entire number of 
volumes in the sixteen institutions was but 55,000. They possess, 
however, a healthy power of development, and may be expected to 
increase alike in extent and in public utility. The movement has 
not been restricted to the arrondissements of Paris. The suburban 
communes which fringe the city have been equally alive to the 
necessity of healthy reading for the people. There are thirty-four 
of these suburban libraries, which are aided to a certain extent by 
the Conseil Général of the Seine. There are also about twenty 
popular libraries established by private initiative, but which 
receive also some help from the municipal authorities, although 
their income is derived chiefly from legacies and subscriptions.”— 
Manchester Guardian. 

Giascow.—Mircnett Lrprary.—The “ Poet’s Corner” has been 
enriched by the purchase of a collection of editions of Burns and 
of works relating to him, formed by Mr. James Gibson, of Liver- 
pool, and comprising about 600 volumes. 

Giascow.—Sriktme’s Pusrtic Lisrary.—At a meeting of the 
Directors, held on the 28th of April, Mr. Thomas Mason, Senior 
Assistant Librarian of the Mitchell Library, was appointed Li- 
brarian. This library is estimated to contain nearly 50,000 
volumes. 

Newcastie-ue0n-Tyne.—Mr. Charles Baxter, of the Swanse: 
Public Library, has lately been appointed Second Assistant to the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries. 

Preston.—The trustees of the late E. R. Harris, late prothono- 
tary of Lancashire, who have the disposal of the bequest of over 
£200,000 for certain charitable purposes generally indicated in the 
will, have just approved of a scheme submitted by a deputation 
from the Free Library Committee of Preston Corporation for the 
erection and endowment of a new free library, subject to the sanc- 
tion of the Master of the Rolls. £60,000 is granted for the 
building, £7,500 for a reference library, a similar sum for works 
of art, and £15,000 for endowment. It is reported that the 
trustees are making a grant of between £25,000 and £40,000 
towards the endowment of technical education in connection with 
institutions for the diffusion of useful knowledge. 


QUERY. 
Avruor Wantep.—l have had an assurance given me, which | 
should be glad to have confirmed by some other authority, that the 


real name of the writer of some popular works for schoolboys, 
known as Ascott R. Hope, is R. H. Moncrieff. A. W. R. 





y 
7 
i 
at 
| 


ale. 


Se 








44 


NOTICES OF BOOKS AND LIBRARY REPORTS. 


Notes on Free Public Libraries and Museums. Edited by James 
Hibbert. Preston, 1881. [Privately printed.] 8vo, pp. xii., 110. 


Containing a report to the Free Library Committee of Preston upon the Harris 
Free Public Library and Museum project, followed by an account of the origin 
and progress of the Free Public Libraries of France, the United Kingdom, and 
America. These notes, which formed in part the materials for the report, 
appeared at intervals during the year 1879 in the Preston Guardian, and are now 
printed in a collected form. 





The Committee of the Free Library, Dundee (Mr. J. Maclauchlan, Librarian), 
report that 170,580 volumes were issued in the lending department during the 
past year. The number of readers’ cards was 7,465, being an increase of 230 in 
the year. The issues in the reference department were 71,453 volumes. During 
the past year increased accommodation has been provided for readers, new 
bookcases and fittings have been erected in the Albert Hall, and new catalogues 
prepared. 


The Report of the Mitchell Library, 1880 (Mr. F. T. Barrett, Librarian), states 
the number of volumes, Dec. 31, 1880, at 33,019, exclusive of duplicates. The 
collection of early Glasgow printing has been considerably enlarged and con- 
tains 390 volumes, of which about 250 were printed by the house of Foulis. The 
whole number of books issued was 390,732, being an increase of 10,984 over the 
— year. The majority of readers belong to the artisan class, there is a 
arge attendance of clerks and warehousemen, and a good number of students, 
with some professional men. The large extent to which the library is used for 
yurposes of study is shown by the frequency of readers copying into their note- 
ca cs, and the many cases of continuous courses of reading in the same subject. 


The Report of the Public Libraries Committee of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (Mr. 
W. J. Haggerston, Librarian), states that from the inauguration on Sept. 13, 
1880, to March 19, 1881, the number of readers’ tickets issued for the lending 
library was 14,010, of which 780 had been cancelled through death, removal, and 
other causes, leaving 13,280 in use on March 19, 1880, divided as follows :— 
Burgesses, 4,161 ; Non-Burgesses, 9,069. There were 20,000 volumes in this 
department at the opening, 1,000 of which constituted the juvenile department. 
The total issue in 1514 days was 187,448 volumes. The reference library con- 
tains 3,172 volumes, chiefly consisting of the best editions of standard authors 
in general literature, and rare and costly works in the fine arts, antiquities, topo- 
graphy, ete. 


The Fourth Annual Report of the Free Public Library Committee of Plymouth 
(Mr. W. H. K. Wright, Librarian) records the addition of 1,460 volumes during 
the year, making a total of 12,721. The issues for the year were, in the lending 
department, 154,826 volumes ; the total in all departments, 171,851. Many 
important local works have been added to the Devon and Cornwall section, 
which now comprises more than 1,000 volumes, maps, and pamphlets. 


The Third Report of the Librarian of the Wigan Free Public Library (Mv. 
H. T. Folkard) eee an increase during the year of 860 volumes to the reference 
department, and 82 to the lending department, the whole number of volumes 
being 24,201. The issues in the reference ee were 4,088, in the lending 
department 57,748 ; the number of new tickets issued to borrowers was 770. 
The news-room remains the most popular branch of the library, the average daily 
attendance being 700. 





London: TRUBNER & CO., Ludgate Hill. 
Single Numbers, Threepence each. Annual Subscription, 
post free, 38. 6d. 





